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Inventory
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Biodiversity – Urban and 
Community Forestry Strategic Plan
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Biodiversity – Urban and 
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Energy - Regional Operations and 
Communications Facility

• The ROC is Lake County Government’s 
first Net Zero building, meaning the 
facility will consume no more energy 
than is produced from renewable 
sources. Net Zero energy can offer 
significant operational savings. 

• The ROC will be powered by: 
• Solar power from the Sun!
• Geothermal energy from the Earth! 
• The ROC will also have real-time 

energy usage tracking so energy 
utilization can be monitored. 
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Energy - Green Workforce 
Development
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CEJA Waukegan Hub Programs

• Job Training in Clean Energy Fields

• Paid participation while in the Program

• Wrap-around services to participants

• Career Support

• Support for Environmental Justice Communities

• Sustainable and High-Paying Jobs



Energy - Residential Solar Group 
Buy
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Transportation - County Fleet 
Electrification
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Waste - Single-use Plastics Ban

• The Prohibition on Single Use 
Plastics (SUPs) went into effect on 
January 1, 2023.

• Fifteen vending machines swapped 
plastic bottles for glass and 
aluminum containers.

• Non-plastic items are used at the 
Coffee Kiosk in Waukegan, which 
serves 150+ customers per day.

• Millions of plastic items are 
avoided being used.

• Recycle Coach HERE 
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https://www.swalco.org/470/Recycle-Coach


Water - Tree Planting Program

• Through this program, publicly 
maintained and publicly accessible 
lands could receive:

• Free native trees from local 
nurseries that were planted on 
qualified sites by a tree planting 
crew.

• Educational outreach materials that 
could be shared with residents 
about the importance of urban 
forestry in Lake County. 
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Future Planning - Roadmap to 
Decarbonization
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Green Business Program

• Award certification in five categories:
• Water Conservation 
• Energy Conservation 
• Pollution Prevention
• Solid Waste Conservation
• Transportation/Air Quality

• Businesses must meet a minimum number of actions in any category to 
be considered for an award, but not all categories are required.

• Staff reach out to applicants to request additional evidence for 
completion of some actions (EV infrastructure, REC purchases, 
composting services, etc.).

• After contact and confirmation, the certification is issued once and 
remains in place.
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Sustainable Model Ordinance 
Inventory
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Other Green Components of Lake 
County Operations and Programs

• Annual state and federal sustainability legislative agenda

• Grant and Watershed Management Assistance Grant award 
distribution (10 projects worth $232,100 in funding)

• Wetland Restoration Fund (WRF) mitigation program for developers 
to offset wetland impacts

• Existing and planned Shared Use Paths for nonmotorized transit

• Ride Lake County countywide paratransit service

• Native highway landscaping

• C-PACE Financing
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